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Welcome from the Headteacher

At Dallam, belonging comes first. We are here to build
an ambitious, joyful and creative school community
where everyone contributes, strives for excellence,
and leaves ready to succeed on their chosen path.

Belonging at Dallam is more than being included. It is
being known, valued and actively involved.

Our students are encouraged to be adventurous in
their learning, to explore ideas with confidence, and to
develop the character and creativity that will carry
them into the future.

We create the conditions for learning that are joyful,

creative and lead to excellence. Students feel safe to
take risks and challenge themselves and others.
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We are proud of our heritage and location. With roots
reaching back to 1613, and a campus on the edge of
the Lake District National Park, our school is steeped
in history while looking firmly forward.

The natural landscape around us is an extension of
the classroom, offering unique opportunities for
outdoor learning, adventure and personal growth.

This is more than a school. It is a place where high
expectations are matched by strong support, where
staff and families work alongside students, and where
success is measured not just by results but by
confidence, pride and ambition.

Mr Steven Henneberry, Headteacher
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About Our School

Dallam School is a co-educational academy serving
students aged 11-18, with a vibrant Sixth Form and a
state boarding provision.

The school was formed in 1984 from the merger of
two respected local schools: Heversham Grammar
School, which can trace its history back to 1613, and
Milnthorpe Secondary School. This blend of heritage
and modernity gives Dallam a distinctive character -
one that honours tradition while embracing
innovation.

The main school campus is in Milnthorpe, a welcoming
village with excellent transport links to Kendal,
Lancaster, and the M6. Here, students benefit from
modern teaching spaces, specialist classrooms for
science and technology, well-equipped art and drama
studios, sports halls, all-weather pitches, and
landscaped outdoor areas.

Just two miles away in the village of Heversham lies
our Boarding House, where students from across the
UK and around the world live and learn together. The
proximity between sites allows boarders to be fully
integrated into the life of the school, while enjoying
the independence and community that boarding
offers.

Our location is a source of inspiration and
opportunity. With the Lake District National Park and
the Yorkshire Dales close at hand, students can
engage with the natural environment, take part in
fieldwork, and enjoy outdoor activities that enhance
their education and wellbeing.

Belong here. Learn here. Thrive here




Vision and Values

Dallam is an ambitious, joyful and creative school
community where everyone belongs, contributes, and
strives for excellence.

Learning here is vibrant and adventurous, driven by high
expectations, shared responsibility and mutual respect.

We believe success is not just about results, but about
confidence, character, creativity and pride in who we are
becoming.

At Dallam, our culture is shaped by simple but powerful
expectations:

Everyone is seen.

Everyone is supported.
Everyone contributes.

Everyone is challenged to thrive.
Everyone has a voice.

These expectations sit alongside our core values of
Courage, Respect, Compassion, Endeavour and Integrity.
Together, they create the conditions for students to
challenge themselves and aim high.

This vision shapes everything we do. It informs
leadership, teaching, support, behaviour and the daily

experience of staff and students alike.

We are building a school where every student leaves
ready to succeed on their chosen path.
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Teaching and
Learning

Our curriculum is designed to be broad, balanced, and
ambitious. We want every student to experience the
joy of discovery, the satisfaction of mastering new
skills, and the confidence that comes from achieving
their goals.

Learning at Dallam is active and engaging. Teachers
are subject specialists who use a range of strategies to
ensure that students are challenged, supported, and
inspired. Lessons build on prior knowledge, helping
students make connections and deepen their
understanding. We place a strong emphasis on
literacy, knowing that the ability to read, write, and
communicate effectively is the gateway to success in
every subject.

At Key Stage 3, students follow a wide range of
subjects that give them a strong foundation for future
study. At Key Stage 4, they have the opportunity to
personalise their learning by choosing from a variety
of GCSE and vocational options. In the Sixth Form, a
choice of A-level and vocational courses allows
students to focus on their interests and career
aspirations.

We pride ourselves on the excellent careers support
offered throughout school. We have links with many
local companies and we often link learning to the
world of work.

Our school day is structured to provide a balance
between academic learning, enrichment, and pastoral
care. We believe that students learn best when they
feel supported and valued, and when they can see the
relevance of what they are learning to the world
beyond school.

Belong here. Learn here. Thrive here




T Y Pastoral and
SEND

The wellbeing of our students is at the heart of
everything we do. We understand that young people
learn best when they feel safe, supported, and
confident in themselves.

Each student is part of a tutor group, providing a daily
point of contact and a sense of belonging. Tutors get
to know their students well and work closely with
Heads of Year and our pastoral team to monitor
progress, celebrate achievements, and provide
support when it is needed.

Our SEND provision ensures that students with
additional needs can access the curriculum and
participate fully in school life. We work in partnership
with families and external agencies to create
individual support plans and to provide the right
balance of challenge and assistance.

Transition into Year 7 is carefully planned. We visit
primary schools, hold taster days, and invite new
students and their families to induction events where
students are supported by their tutors.

Heads of Year and older students, who act as buddies,
help them to settle quickly and feel part of the Dallam
community.
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Percy has made a flying start at Dallam, and
he's already planning his future in Sixth Form

Settled and thriving

Percy has embraced life at Dallam
after joining from Arnside Primary
School along with several of his
friends. ‘It helped that | already
knew people,” he says, “but I've
made lots of new friends too."
He's settled in quickly and made
an impressive start. Percy finished
third in last year's school-wide
John Fielding creative writing
competition. He has also earned
so many Headteacher Awards
that Mr Henneberry says he has
presented Percy with enough
Dallam award pens to open a
stationery shopl

Learning and growing

Percy enjoys school life, both in
and out of lessons. He's a keen
sportsman (a pace bowler in
cricket and a striker on the
football pitch) and enjoys the
extracurricular clubs just as much
as the classroom. He's particularly
impressed that table tennis is
treated as a serious sport at
Dallam, with tables in the sports
hall.

He enjoys computing, especially
using Photoshop, though he
admits coding is more
challenging. What he really values
is the way Dallam encourages
independent learning: "First you
try and puzzle it out, then you talk
it over with classmates, and finally
you can ask the teacher if you're
still stuck. It works,”

Belong here. Learn here. Thrive here

Supported and inspired

"Mr Ainsworth brings out
equipment for break and lunch in
the Year 7 and 8 area. We play
four square, which is brilliant.”
Form time with Mr Hodgkinson is
another highlight: "We do quizzes,
talk about current events and
check our eguipment. It's a nice
way Lo start the day.”

Ambitious for the future

Percy is already thinking ahead.
He's planning to take Spanish,
iMedia and triple science for his
GCSEs, and is excited about
staying on into Sixth Form at
Dallam. “The teachers really get to
know you and your strengths,” he
says. " | plan to stay on with my
friends and keep building on what
I've started.” Aiming high, he's also
set his sights on completing the
Duke of Edinburgh Award. “I'm
really looking forward to being
outside and active and putting
different skills to the test”



From athletics to the arts, Charlotte throws
herself into Dallam School life

Settled and thriving

Charlotte joined Dallam from
Levens Primary School and
guickly settled in. Coming with a
few friends helped, but she says
it didn't take long to feel part of
things. She's made new friends,
joined clubs, and enjoys the
welcoming atmosphere.

‘There are lots of friendly staff
and students and you get to try
so many new things," she says.
Her teachers describe her as
motivated, open-minded, and
someone who always gives her
best in lessons and beyond.

Active and adventurous

Charlotte is a keen runner with
Helm Hill Runners and plays
cricket for Sedgwick. At Dallam,
she's taken part in cross country,
netball, athletics, hockey and
rounders, already competing at
District and National level.

She's a skilled hand in athletics
taking part in the 1500m and
javelin, and says PE staff like Miss
Garnett and Mrs Waddock have
helped her build confidence and
improve her performance. In
addition, she's also enjoyed
joining in with local park runs,
taking on the Skm distance with
a personal best of 22:44.,

Creative and curious

Sport isn't Charlotte's only
passion. She recently performed
in Matilda Jr as part of the young
cast, continuing her love of
drama from primary school. She
also enjoys art, where she can
explore ideas and be creative in
a relaxed space.

She says the chance to do a mix
of activities helps to keep things
interesting and lets her try new
things: "You don't have to choose
one thing straight away. You can
do a bit of everything and find
out what you like best."

Looking ahead

Charlotte is already thinking
about her GCSE options. She's
also interested in staying active
through Sixth Form and beyond.
Inspired by athletes like Keely
Hodgkinson and fell running
legend Joss Naylor, she's aiming
high. “"At Dallam, you feel
supported to get better at what
you love,” she says, "It's not just
about competition, it's about
enjoying it too.”

For Charlotte, Dallam is a place
to grow in confidence, explore
interests, and build friendships.
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Beyond the Classroom

Life at Dallam is rich and varied, with opportunities for
students to discover new passions, develop talents,
and build friendships.

Our extra-curricular programme includes sports
teams, drama productions, music ensembles, art
clubs, and special interest groups.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has a strong tradition
here, with students regularly achieving Bronze, Silver,
and Gold awards.
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Trips and visits are an important part of our offer too.

Students might find themselves conducting fieldwork
in the Lake District, visiting museums and galleries in
major cities, or travelling abroad to experience other
cultures. France, Belgium, Spain, Germany, Poland,
Icleand and Morocco are all on the trips list.

These experiences broaden horizons and deepen
learning in ways that classroom lessons alone cannot.




We believe that education should prepare young

people for life, not just for exams.

Our enrichment programme is designed to develop
leadership, independence, and a sense of
responsibility.

Students can take on roles such as form
representatives, members of the School Council,
sports captains, or prefects. They can volunteer in the
local community, help to organise school events, or
mentor younger students.

Careers education is woven through the curriculum
from Year 7 onwards, with visits from employers, work
experience placements, and guidance on next steps.
University taster days, guest speakers, and specialist
workshops give students insights into higher
education and the world of work, helping them to
make informed decisions about their futures.
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Sixth Form

Dallam Sixth Form is a welcoming and inclusive
community. It sets the highest standards of aspiration,
achievement and pride for our younger year groups.
Students enjoy greater independence and
responsibility, while benefiting from the close

support of tutors and subject teachers.

We offer a wide range of A-level and vocational
courses, allowing students to tailor their studies to
their interests and career goals. Small class sizes mean
that teaching is personalised and students receive
individual guidance.

The Sixth Form experience is enriched by leadership
opportunities, community volunteer work, and
involvement in whole-schaol activities. Our students
are role models for younger years, demonstrating the
maturity, commitment, and enthusiasm that come
from being part of Dallam.

Destinations are impressive, with many students
securing places at Russell Group universities,
competitive apprenticeship programmes, or directly
entering skilled employment.

Sty o ot

Belong here. Learn here. Thrive here




Our Boarding House in Heversham is part of our
heartbeat here at Dallam - it's a welcoming and
inclusive home for both UK and international
students. Living alongside peers from a variety of
backgrounds enriches the student experience and
broadens perspectives.

Boarders benefit from comfortable, well-equipped
accommodation, with younger students sharing
rooms in the main house and Sixth Formers enjoying
single, en-suite rooms in Whitbarrow Hall. Communal
spaces provide opportunities for relaxation, study,
and socialising.

Boarding at Dallam

Meals are healthy, varied, and shared together,
creating a sense of family. Evenings and weekends are
filled with activities, trips, or time to relax. The
Boarding House is staffed by experienced
houseparents and a dedicated pastoral team who
provide guidance, encouragement, and care.

Being a boarder at Dallam offers the best of both
worlds: a supportive home environment and full
integration into the academic and extra-curricular life
of the school.
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Admissions

We welcome applications from students of all
backgrounds and abilities. Day school admissions for
Year 7 are coordinated through the local authority,
while mid-year, Sixth Form and boarding applications
are made directly to the school.

We encourage prospective families to visit us, either at
one of our open events or by arranging a personal
tour. Seeing the school in action is the best way to
appreciate the warmth, ambition, and energy that
define Dallam.

Contact us

Dallam School
Milnthorpe
Cumbria

LA7 7DD

015395 65165

Email

enquiries@dallamschool.co.uk




Parent Information

Our school has an engaged community of parents who we liaise with through an app, Synergy.
It keeps you up-to-date with your child's learning including parents evenings and events.

If you're thinking of joining us, head over to www.dallamschool.co.uk/school/year-7-information
to find out everything practical you need to know about starting school in Year 7.
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