
National Year of Reading—Go All In! 
2026 is the National Year of Reading. The message to young people is ‘If you’re into it, 
read into it’. This can be adventure stories, poems, travel guides, gaming magazines, 

post-match football reports, film reviews, recipe books and so on. 
Reading has so many wonderful benefits and, what’s more, you 
can feel in control of how much you read, where and when. It 
doesn’t always have to be a hefty novel. Reading is reading! 
 

To celebrate the start of the National Year of Reading, we jam-packed our Spring Term 
with lots of reading goodness... 
 

Virtual author event 
In January, Year 7 classes were inspired during a virtual presentation 
from local author Tom Palmer. Tom discussed his books and shared 
his passion for reading. 
 

Little Libraries 
Dallam staff have been contributing their own reading habits and inspiration towards a 
wonderful display outside our school library, put together by Mrs Turner. 
Our Little Libraries consist of books we want to cheer about, recommend and read 
aloud; they are books we feel passionate about and want others to love as much as we 
do. Many of these titles are available to borrow in our school library and could be a fan-
tastic conversation starter between staff and students about the joy of reading. If there 
is a book on the display which your child would be interested in reading, why not check 
out your local library or bookshop? 
Which books would you include in your Little Library? 
 

Reading projects across the school 
The current project of the Year 10 DT Multi-Skills class is manufacturing bookends. We 
cannot wait to see the finished products once complete! 
 
Earlier this month, a team of students took part in the Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial 
Competition in Carlisle. They did a great job at reading, analysing, and picking apart 5 
witness statements, experiencing what it’s like to take part in a real courtroom trial.  
 
Mr Stephenson launched the English #readingisreading initiative in assemblies last week. 
He shared inspiring stories of people who had used reading to their advantage in their 
lives, and invited all year groups to get involved in a logo design competition - with the 
successful entrant's design becoming the official logo for the campaign!  



World Book Day 
Since it’s the National Year of Reading, we decided to make this year’s World 
Book Day even bigger and better! Celebrations spanned across two weeks... 
 

Dallam Together briefing World Book Day takeover 
Miss Maple interrupted our Dallam Together briefing for Mr Henneberry, Miss Knipe and 
Mr Pattinson to read a modern retelling of O. Henry’s short story ‘After Twenty Years’ to 
our whole school body. What a brilliant start to a Monday! 
 
Book Swap 
Our staff and student book swap launched and is still active in our library. Have you read 
all the books on your bookshelf? Want to read something new? If you or your child have 
any pre-loved books at home which you have finished with and are in good condition, 
donate them to our library and swap them for something new. 
 
Free books! 
Every year, World Book Day gifts around 2 million 
books to children and young people. This year, 
there were more books on offer than ever before. All students had the opportunity to 
collect a voucher from our library, which could either be used in exchange for one of the 
books pictured here, or as a £1 discount in a bookshop, 
or at our very own book fair. 
 

Lunch menu 
This year’s yummy lunch menu was 

based on Terry Deary’s Horrible Histories books. 
 
Staff dress up 
Again, staff got involved by dressing up as book charac-
ters. Congratulations to Mr Surtees and Mrs Forsyth for 
their joint win as ‘Best Dressed Staff Member’. 
 
Quizzes and competitions 
There were many prizes up for grabs this World Book 
Day. Lots of quizzes and competitions to take part in, in-
cluding our Shelfie competition (Can you work out the 
member of staff from these book clues?) and the Diorama competi-
tion (Design your own book-related scene in a box). This competi-
tion is still open - send photos by 14th April.  



More World Book Day - two author visits! 
Henry Vyner-Brooks 
On Tuesday 10 March, local author Henry Vyner-Brooks visited Dal-
lam to speak with all Year 10 students about his history-inspired 
books and the craft of writing. Henry shared insights into how au-
thors build suspense and keep readers engaged. Students had the 
opportunity to ask questions about his work and the writing pro-
cess, before Henry signed copies of his books. 
Following the main presentation, Henry led two creative writing 
workshops with smaller groups of students. These sessions al-
lowed students to explore their own ideas and put the techniques 
they had learned into practice, developing their confidence as 
young writers. 
 
Chris Bradford 
On Thursday 12 March, award-winning author Chris Brad-
ford visited Dallam to work with students in Years 7, 8 and 9. Chris 
spoke about his popular Young Samurai series, sharing the inspira-
tion behind his books and the journey that led him to become a 
published author. Chris also captivated students with a demon-
stration of his samurai skills, bringing the themes of his books viv-
idly to life.  
At lunchtime, Chris presented certificates to our Millionaire Read-
ers, celebrating the outstanding achievements of students who 
have read over one million words. He also met with a small group 
of aspiring writers to discuss his own writing process and give a 
preview of his upcoming book projects. 
 
But reading is not just for World Book Day... 
“Reading for fun is the single biggest indicator that a child will grow up to enjoy a happier 
and more successful life – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ education-
al backgrounds or their income” - World Book Day 
 

Reading progress 

This term, lots of students have graduated from our Step and Leap interventions due to 
making excellent reading progress. Final reading tests will take place in the Summer 
Term. Please encourage your child to ensure they take this reading test seriously so the 
results give an accurate score of their true ability. This way, those students who need in-
tervention are the ones who receive it. Thank you. 



Easter holiday reading suggestions: 
 
 
 
The Heretic (Years 10 and up) by Henry Vyner-Brooks 
 
 
 
 

Young Samurai by Chris Bradford 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Eleventh Trade by Alyssa Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 

I Am Rebel by Ross Montgomery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s All In Your Head by Rae Earl 
 
 
 

The Climbers by Keith Gray 
 

 


