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Brione here. Leam here. Thave hae.

Dallam’s Reading Newsletter!

Autumn Term 2025 - -

We’ve been busy reading this Autumn Term. Here’s what we’ve been doing...

Testing and intervention

At the start of the academic year, students completed two diagnostic tests as follows:

Accelerated Reader Star tests:

e Years7-9

» Assesses understanding of texts and vocabulary
o Students identified take part in Step

NGRTs:
Years 7, 10, 11,12 and 13

Assesses which elements of reading students may require support with
A more thorough picture of specific reading needs
Students identified take part in Leap or Bedrock

Step

Leap

Bedrock

Supported by trained Sixth
Form Reading Buddies

Twice a week during form
Read an accessible book in
pairs, with a supervising
Reading Buddy who
prompts with questions to
check understanding

Focus on reading compre-
hension, vocabulary and
fluency

Delivered by a trained mem-
ber of staff

Two 30-minute sessions a
week, on a rolling timetable

Phonics activities and de-
codable books to recap let-
ter and sound combinations

Focus on decoding, phono-
logical awareness and fluen-

cy

Digital learning platform
overseen by a member of
staff

One session a week, which
should be followed by anoth-
er session at home

Videos, interactive exercises,
and guided writing opportu-
nities to provide an engaging
learning experience

Focus on vocabulary and
grammar

These interventions will run until May. If your child takes part in one or more of these
and makes progress to the point they no longer need the additional support with read-
ing, they will graduate from the intervention earlier.

We really appreciate all the support you give with reading at home!
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Year 7 and 8 reading

Our first term has been action-packed with all things reading for Years 7 and
8.

Transition book JIN
For the second year, our new Year 7s have read and enjoyed our transition WALK TO
book, A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park. They read the book before WﬂTFR
starting with us in September. Then, the first 3 lessons in all subjects were “LTN0f S0E PARK
based on themes and ideas from the story, as our students followed Salva and

Nya on their quests for sanitation.

Book buzz

Bookbuzz is a national incentive which gives students the chance

to choose and keep a book they’ll love from 16 fantastic titles, newly
a9 selected each year by an expert panel of librari-

&% free! Students listened to virtual pitches from 16 authors and were
§ then able to look at the books before making a decision about which

1 |
Register and Read
We’ve extended Register and Read so now all students in Years 7 and 8 can enjoy a book
in the morning! Once a week with their form tutor, students read together—a beautiful,

shared experience of a story. This builds a sense of community, as well as improving flu-
ency and comprehension.

World Mental Health Day—10th October
Reading has such a positive impact on mental health: it can reduce stress; you can feel in
control; it boosts confidence and so much more. For this year’s World Mental Health
Day, we invited Years 7 and 8 students to take part in our Digital Detox
and Readathon—to reap the benefits of putting down screens and in-
stead reap the benefits of picking up a book! All money raised from the
Readathon goes to Read for Good—a charity providing books and read-
ers for children in hospital. This year, we raised a whopping £426.45!
Thank you to everyone who took part in these

Mental Health Day celebrations, students in Years 7 and 8 enjoyed a
virtual author event with ‘A Kind of Spark’ writer Elle McNicoll.
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Our Library: N
Our Library is open to students every break and lunchtime as a quiet space: to

use as a Library. This means students can come and read books, check out books to read
elsewhere, complete homework on the computers, or take part in a word-based game.
Please remind your child that the Library is a quiet place and so if they are looking for
somewhere to go and just ‘hang out’ at break and lunch, the Library is not that place.

We have so many books and resources available. And it’s never been easier to find them!
We have fiction stories, non-fiction, poetry, graphic novels, verse novels, magazines, shelf
-help books, dyslexia-friendly texts, decodable phonics books and many more...

Accessit is our new Library system, which can be accessed by students in school and at
home. You can find the dashboard through our school website or by the icon on the
school desktop.

All students have been shown how to use Accessit by our wonderful librarians, Ms Adams
and Mrs Turner. Students can search for books in our Library stock, reserve books they
would like to read and find research links to articles or videos to help with studies in oth-
er subjects. Accessit really is an incredible tool. Please encourage your child to have a play
around and explore how they can use this resource at home and school.

All students in Years 7-9 have one designated Library lesson a fortnight. This
year, it will say ‘Accelerated Reader’ or ‘AR’ on their timetable. This lesson in- &
volves choosing a book, reading and discussing with peers. They also include §
creative tasks to celebrate stories and characters. Once finished, students
need to take (and pass) a quiz on the computer to show they understand .
what they have read. Also, passing quizzes counts the number of words read.
There are prizes and parties available for increasing word count! Congratula-
tions to our first Word Millionaire of the year—Harry! And well done to Deer
for being the House with the top AR readers this term. The names of the 50
top student readers, according to Accelerated Reader, are proudly displayed
in our library. 150 points will be up for grabs each half term for being the win-
ning house!

As part of English homework, students should be reading for 15-20 =
minutes a day. All students in Years 7-9 have a personalised reading tar- f
get each half term which they are working towards.

This year’s Scholastic book fair took place in November and was anoth-
er huge success! If you missed out, don’t worry. It will be back again next year.
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N
Christmas holiday reading suggestions:

and Lindsay Hassock

TO YOUR %
PHONE

Midwinter Burning by Tanya Landman =S8

Stitch Head (Graphic Novel) by Guy Bass

Four Eids and a Funeral by Faridah Abiké-lyimidé and :
Adiba Jaigirdar
(Years 10 and up) ==




